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Review by Martin Wallace

Theatre Arts Guild (TAG) advertises itself as “Canada's
oldest continuously operating community theatre.”
While in some cases the term “community theatre” can
seem as much a warning as a description (think of
“Waiting for Guffman”), in the case of TAG what’s
remarkable is t
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Theatre Arts Guild Presents     

The Bedford troupe officially opened Agatha
Christie’s 60-year-old play The Mousetrap last
night, but a crowd was treated to a preview show
a couple evenings prior.

Bedford Players presents The Mo

If you live in the Moncton area, or are looking for
an excuse to take a road trip, check out the Frye
Festival/Festival Frye from April 22 to April  28. In
its 14th year, it is the country’s only bilingual
literary festival (and Atlantic Canada’s largest
literary festival).

Frye Festival / Festival Frye

Jessica Moore is an award winning translator and
poet. She is also a singer-songwriter and the
official launch for her solo album Beautiful in Red
is May 3rd.

Jessica Moore

Sussex, NB has a new restaurant/cafe called
“Taste and See,” and it is worth seeing and
tasting. Located at 609 Main Street, the owners
Janice and Joanne wanted to bring to Sussex a
new menu of simple foods made special with a
twist, like their Peanut Butter Burger.

Taste and See!

Neptune Theatre Unveils 2013-201  

Legally Blonde!

Kim Coates & KAZAN CO-OP!

Better World Art

The Triumph of Love

Nurse Jane Goes to Hawaii!

Thirty Books Nominated for 2013 A   

Lovers Forever

Bookworms Unite!

Angela Thibodeau

Cape Breton Embassy

EAST COAST MUSIC WEEK

Celebrated playwright, director, theatre co-founder and
Portia White Award recipient Mary Vingoe will headline
Playwrights Atlantic Resource Centre’s 4th Annual
Salon de PARC.

3
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Salon de PARC

This is the life of men on earth:

Out of darkness we come at birth

Into a lamplit room, and then -

Go forward into dark again

Weill Underground

Starring Janice Jackson, Stuart Hiseler, Karen
Myatt and Barbara Pritchard

Friday, March 1, 7pm

Saturday, March 2, 7pm

The Seahorse Tavern, Halifax

Weill Underground!

Set against the darkness and disasters of the
coal mines of 1940’s Cape Breton, The Glace
Bay Miners Museum – which runs from Feb 26 to
Mar 17 at the Neptune Theatre in Halifax -  is the
joyful, heart-scalding story of Margaret MacNeil
and her rebellious love for Neil Currie, a miner
and bagpiper.

Inside The Glace Bay Miners Mus

Los Primos!

Sheryl Haws

Sublime

Rhapsody Quintet

Catching Up With Anna Quon

Neruda Songs

Go Wilde!

PAYBACK (LA DETTE)

KABARETT

Opera Box!

CommUNITY

stereophonic

Theatre Arts Guild Presents A Man for All Seasons

Review by Martin Wallace

Theatre Arts Guild (TAG) advertises itself as “Canada's oldest
continuously operating community theatre.” While in some cases
the term “community theatre” can seem as much a warning as a
description (think of “Waiting for Guffman”), in the case of TAG
what’s remarkable is the level of professionalism that seems
evident in every aspect of a production.

Last Thursday, I attended the opening night of TAG’s production
of Robert Bolt’s “A Man for All Seasons,” (which the older among
us may remember most from the 1967 film adaption), the story
of Sir Thomas More, Lord Chancellor to King Henry VIII, who,
for reasons of religious conviction, refused to endorse the King’s
wish to divorce his Queen and marry the sister of his former
mistress. While the specific political and theological issues may
seem distant from the concerns of a modern audience, the theme

of sticking to one’s beliefs, in the midst of overwhelming pressure to change them, is timeless. “A Man
for All Seasons” is a dark and complex play and its inclusion in the 2012-2013 season shows TAG’s
laudable commitment to producing a wide range of material.  

 While, to me, the performances seemed uneven (the subtle irony of some of the dialogue was blunted or
left un-mined and not all performers had good control of their accents), Phil Reid grounds the play with
a subtle portrayal of More as a quietly thoughtful man whose conviction is so strong that he need neither
seek out nor respond to conflict to prove it. Such restraint lends particular energy to those moments
when More breaks free emotionally, as with an affecting farewell scene with More’s wife, ably played by
Ruth Anne Flemming

The production itself is a master class in stagecraft. The staging and lighting is deceptively simple and
the costumes look authentically 16th century and seem perfectly tailored to the actors’ bodies.  The
Guild’s own notes call the production “minimalist,” but that underplays the attention to detail evident
here—if you can fulfill your purpose simply, that’s not “minimalism,” that’s precision.  

If you’re unfamiliar with TAG and more accustomed to heading downtown for your dramatic needs  I do
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Among the bays, inlets, and communities of the
province, Newfoundland author Gary Collins has
earned a seat at the head of the table as
Newfoundland and Labrador's favourite storyteller.
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DEC

A Day on the Ridge

The Nova Scotia Talent Trust (NSTT) will
recognize the 2012 Scholarship and Special
Award recipients at 2:00pm on Monday,
December 17th at Government House in a
ceremony hosted by His Honour Brigadier-
General the Honourable J.J. Grant, CMM, ONS,
CD (Ret’d), Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia.

The Nova Scotia Talent Trust

Backward Music Volume 1

Forward Music Group

What do you get when you combine a New York
ensemble of sensual sounds, a multi-
instrumental, musical guru based out of Toronto
and an audiovisual master, aka Halifax’s Paper
Beat Scissors frontman? The answer is
“Backward Music Volume 1” – the first of

Backward Music / cisuM drawkca
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